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FOREWORD

This book will increase your hazard awareness and add to your
previous training.

The sole purpose of today’'s professional sailor is combat
readiness. To respond quickly and decisively is the key to your
profession. Every man injured or maimed in the performance of his
duties reduces our ability to fight and is a needless waste of our
most precious asset, people. Stay aware of potential hazards that
you may encounter in doing your job, and know what precautions
to use. The best way to do this is to follow proven shipboard safety
practices.

Adapted from a manual published by USS Midway, where it was compiled and
edited by LCdr. Steve Gummer, VF 161. Photographic acknowledgements —
Cover photo by Lans Stout, courtesy of Air Force Magazine, back cover by Lt.
Joseph E. Higgins, McDonnell Douglas Corp. via D. Timm, John Williams.
Special thanks to NAS Oceana and CV-66 photo labs for their expert assistance
without which this project would not be possible.



The Workplace. . .

An aircraft carrier’s flight deck is a million
accidents waiting to happen. A plane crashing
and touching off a fireball is just one of the
dangers. A sailor can be standing on the wrong
patch of the deck and be blown overboard by the
blast from a jet engine yards away. Or he can
make the mistake of getting close to a jet
engine’s intake and be sucked into it. Or he can
be doing everything right and get his legs cut off
as one of the arresting wires breaks and snaps
down the deck like a whip. Or he can zig instead
of zag and get run over by a plane taxiing to its
parking space, or be struck down by a tractor
zipping across the flight deck on one of its
thousand-a-day errands.

From Supercarrier by George C. Wilson
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The People. ..

The “Boss” directs all aspects of flight deck operations from Primary Flight
Control, the carrier’s control tower. He maintains radio contact with all aircraft;
phone contact with the Landing Signal Officer (LSO), Air Operations, bridge and
The Air Boss flight deck control; he directs all takeoffs, landings and aircraft deck movement
and associated evolutions. The “Boss’’ uses the 5MC (flight deck announcing
system) as well as the “Mouse’ (a two-way radio system in some cranial
helmets) to direct and coordinate operations on the flight deck.

Yellow Jerseys

Flight Deck Officer — He plans, directs, and oversees all
aircraft handling evolutions on the flight deck, including
parking and security. He is directly responsible for clearing
flight crashes and extinguishing flight deck fires. He
supervises all flight deck aircraft directors, plane handlers,
ground support equipment operators, aircraft elevators
operators, and crash/salvage personnel.

Flight Deck Chief — He “‘calls the deck’” during flight
operations. “Call the deck’” means making split-second
decisions when sorting and prioritizing aircraft on their
way to the catapults and positioning the aircraft after
landing. He is the central figure on the flight deck.

Aircraft Handling Officer (ACHO) — The ““Handler”
controls all movement of aircraft on the flight deck and
hangar deck from Flight Deck Control. He also maintains
a running maintenance status of every aircraft on board,
its weapon systems and coordinates with the weapons,
intermediate maintenance, supply, air operations and
strike operations officers. Because of limited space on the
flight deck and hangar deck, he also coordinates all space
allocation between other departments and the use of the
aircraft elevators.

Aircraft Crash and Salvage Officer (Air Bos'n) — The
Bos'n supervises the flight deck personnel assigned to
the crash, fire and rescue team. They handle aircraft
emergencies during flight and general quarters. The
Bos’n trains assigned personnel and maintains the equip-
ment. These LDOs are highly experienced in all phases of
flight-deck operations. They provide invaluable assistance
to the Aircraft Handling Officer and Flight Deck Officer
during launch and recovery of aircraft, and during aircraft
handling.

Catapult Officer — The “Shooter" is responsible for the
entire catapult crew, weight verification and catapult
Capacity Selector Valve (CSV) settings. He checks each
aircraft before it launches for proper flight configuration,
salutes the pilot and signals the deck edge to ““fire’ the
catapult. On Nimitz-class carriers, the shooter sits in a
“bubble” next to the catapults, and the man on the deck is
an enlisted safety observer. He wears a green helmet.

Arresting Gear Officer — The "Hook'' ensures that the
proper weight is set in the arresting gear engines for each
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type aircraft (each has a unique maximum trap weight)
prior to its landing. He is also responsible for the overall
safety of the arresting gear crew and stands on the
starboard side across from the landing signal officer. He
wears a green helmet.

Plane Directors — They provide visual signals to cockpit
crews in guiding aircraft movements.



White Jerseys

Safety Officer and Crew — They are responsible for the
overall safety of flight operations; they make sure that all
activities are in accordance with established safety
procedures.

Air Transport Officer — The “ATO" coordinates and
executes the loading, unloading and movement of all air
cargo and passengers.

Landing Signal Officer — The "LSO" ensures each
aircraft remains within safe parameters during landing
approach through radio communication and light signals.
He is stationed port side aft and initiates the wave-off of
aircraft that are outside the safe landing envelope.

Medical — They provide immediate medical assistance
and treatment to any flight deck personnel casualties.
They can be distinguished by a large red cross on the front
and back of their jerseys.

Squadron Plane Inspectors — They're identified by the
black and white checkerboard pattern on the front and
back of their jerseys with appropriate squadron designator
and green helmet. They are responsible for physical
safety and inspection of aircraft.

Blue Jerseys

Aireraft Handling Crew and Chockmen — The “Blue
Shirts” are responsible for handling and securing all
aircraft with wheel chocks and chains. They also operate
the handling equipment, including tractors and aircraft
starting units on the flight deck.

Elevator Operators — The “EOs’’ operate the carrier’'s
aircraft elevators, which move aircraft to and from the
flight deck and hangar deck. They wear white helmets.
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